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Humans have created complex cultures that provide
frameworks for our lives, guiding our behavior and thoughts.
Recent brain imaging studies have uncovered cultural
influences on brain activity in multiple tasks. We review recent
cultural neuroscience findings that illustrate that (a) self-
construal, a cultural trait that differentiates between East Asian
and Western societies, mediates group differences in brain
activity between East Asians and Westerners; and (b) priming
interdependent/independent self-construals modulates brain
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Early fMRI studies reported that priming independent
compared to interdependent



and large-scale emigration may generate more common
cultural experiences across the globe. How do these with-
in-lifetime changes modulate culturally-dependent
thoughts and brain activity in future? We should not think
of culture as a static factor but as an over-arching framework
that is constantly evolving. Cultural neuroscience findings
allow us to speculate and predict the emerging changes of
the functional organization of the brain that provide a
neural basis of social adaptation for the next generation.
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